Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 1 June  2015 at Annie’s
1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting

               Present: TG, JT, GG, KS, BP, LC, and AM
            Apologies: PB 
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee  meeting - 4-5-15: AM to send JT’s address to Helen Whitehead and also follow up DVD on Conflict and Climate Change.
LC to speak to HL re consulting CWDF before arranging events
SB has sent email to BP giving more information about the forthcoming lobby of MPs in London.
JT drawn blank from Oxfam with regards to a speaker on climate change
· Forum AGM 12-5-15: AM has not typed up the minutes yet because awaiting a copy of the power point from the VSO speakers
3         Finance & administration issues, including:
Bank statement: £725.56 as of end of May. 
Still some individuals not paid and groups – do we send a further reminder?
Cheque to go to DEC for Nepal - £100
KS seeking to find alternative photocopying facilities – she has made enquiries at QMH. BP to email Council for Voluntary Action to clarify situation re photocopying, thanking them for past help.

· Updating the brochure – including issues of “lapsed” member organisations and how we list patrons. Revised copies to be out by Sept. All committee members to look at ”Forum Highlights Past and Present” and send comments to BP. 
Committee agreed that just use current MP as patron. Leave blank for now until Chris Matheson has office staff. 
· Forum meeting venue: Issue of blinds – nothing has happened as yet.
This meant we had to use the back room for the AGM. BP wondered whether this would be a better arrangement. The back room is free on both Mondays and Tuesdays so Forum meetings could return to Monday evenings which would be better for some members. Committee agreed that we will use new room. We need to sound people out at next Forum meeting to see whether should revert back to Mondays
· Arrangements and items for next mailings (surface and email): BP will send out information on Climate Lobby to all members detailing timing of events during the day, maps and contact details of those already known to be going 
4
Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Climate Rally & Lobby, Westminster 17th June: Letter from Forum been sent to inform Chris Matheson that Chester members coming to lobby and would like to meet him. BP has printed out some parts of document from the event organisers but could do with something more specific.
There may be more specific details following CAFOD meeting tomorrow.  Messages on card can be sent to Chris in advance. BP made comment about difficulties in finding out what happening.
· Full Forum, 14th July – Speaker TBA? (Suggestion of Brian & Katy Rowe re Israel-Palestine visit, but not available that week in July).
LC had suggestion about charity called “Ripple Africa”. This is run by friends of hers and is based in Mold. LC will contact.

Another possibility is John Williams. TG knows student, Becky Reeve, funded by DfID who is going to Togo in June for 3 months and needs to do presentation on her return. James Shuttleworth also going on same project although not necessarily at the same time. Consider one of these for November meeting. It was decided to leave Katy and Brian “on hold” for time being. They are giving presentation to next Chester Friends of Palestine meeting (see diary)
· Full Forum, 8th Sept – Gill Miller to review progress on “Sustainable Development Goals” (successors to the Millennium Development Goals):

· Other autumn events/activities? Suggestion that we attempt to get high profile speaker on climate change in October and hold the meeting at University. 
Suggestion for speakers: Danny Chivers, author

AM to email GM to assess feasibility of such a meeting. 
5   CWDF Diary – update of 29-5-15 attached: 

BP been given wrong information on Nepal fundraising event at Chester Tandoori. Will email correct information round tonight
6 Issues from around the table:
BP commented on the number of petitions coming through on email and concerned that a bit of overload. Question is - should we be sending these out to all members? Suggestion that we say one of our members has asked for this petition to be circulated. See how this goes and keep under review.
JT:  War on Want has comprehensive review on TTIP if we want to read up more.
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Next Committee meeting: Mon 6 July, 7.30pm, Kath’s 

