Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 2 February 2015 at Annie’s
1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting. Special welcome to GM
            Present: TG, JT, LC, PB, KS, BP, GM, AM

            Apologies: GG 
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee 5-1-15: AM to email Linda re meeting in July
BP had reply from Chris Matheson and 20th March ok for him.  BP had reply from Linda Shuttleworth re getting someone from VSO to speak at AGM meeting in May and had reply. In fact managed to provide 2 speakers. TG wrote letter to CAFOD trustees re proposed changes. Not yet had a reply. 

Re: LC speaking to HL about comments made on Facebook. HL understands our concerns. She will continue to put a few things on Facebook  about speakers and meetings. She can put an advert about Hustings.
· Forum 13-1-15: Thanks to PB for doing minutes. No matters arising
3
Finance & administration issues:
· Present balance: Balance at end of January was £547.26
· Progress with 2015 subscriptions: only 8 individuals and 7 groups paid up so far.
· Arrangements and items for next mailings (surface and email). BP will send note out in next mailing reminding people about subs. To go out in next mailing - diary, minutes Forum meeting on 13th Jan, advert/poster for Hustings, update on Christian tax issue and gentle reminder of subs. Mailing to go out mid-Feb
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Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Full Forum, 10th March – Gill to lead discussion on key issues arising from  Emma Mawdsley’s “After the Honeymoon” talk.
Suggestions for issues:
Can we teach emerging powers to do development properly? Encourage people to holding governments to account
How do we see ourselves as developers? 
Do we value what south/south developers do? 
Changing nature of aid.  Does aid really work? Is it sustainable? Do we have right to interfere? 
Advocacy is what we do well. NGOs empowering people. Seen as powerful – driving the agenda

Non-interference/ human rights issues.
Sustainable development goals. 

What can we do? 

· Pre-election Hustings, Friday 20th March
· Acceptances from Stephen Mosley MP, Chris Matheson, Bob Thompson, Steve Ingram.
· Working through the organisational details. 
7.00pm start. Candidates to speak in alphabetical order. Will have 5 mins each to say what their party’s priorities are for International Development.

We now have name of Green Party candidate. JT will contact.  
Have slips of paper available – people write questions as candidates talking and Committee members will collect in the questions and sort into groups. Each candidate will have 1 min at end to sum up.
Aim to finish at 9. 
BP to send RJ an email asking him if he will design poster. He will also email each of candidates with our plan for evening.
KS suggested having handouts available
· Forum AGM, 12th May – Speakers: VSO volunteers to present “VSO Education in Rwanda”
· Full Forum, 14th July – Invitation to Linda Tiongco – AM to do
5
CWDF Diary: update of 29-1-15 attached: any comments/additions

            AM suggested Committee look into going to London for Climate Change Lobby on
            17th June. PB will investigate cost of coaches and BP will look for more information

             on timings.
6
Issues from around the table:

            PB: Has come across very good article on “Changing role of Development” in  Global Justice magazine formerly known as World Development Movement. Worth reading
            AM: mentioned Greenpeace update – video on their website.
            TG: Action Aid have begun a new campaign on tax dodging. Campaigning for a tax bill. There are cards to sign. Suggest that cards go out in next mailing.  

            TG had 4 page letter from Lord Livingstone re TTIP. He feels it is a reasonable letter – not just churning out party line. Lord Livingstone could not comment on German case whilst investigations were ongoing. TG will email letter round to all of Committee.
            JT: went to lobby SM re fracking. About 20 people turned up. Has been some progress as a result of lobbying, ie fracking not allowed in National Parks and aquifers will not be used. If the new Bill goes through, that will put an end to explorations in Upton.
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Next Committee meeting: Mon 2 March, 7.30pm, Kath’s. TG gave his apologies.
