Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 2 March 2015: 
1 Welcome: BP chaired the meeting in TG’s absence
               Present: PB, BP, JT, GG, LC, KS and AM
            Apologies : TG
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee  2.2.15. AM has contacted Linda Tiongco re July meeting.
BP not sent out reminder about subs but will do it soon
JT had agreed to contact Green Party candidate if there was one but had no luck. BP searched Green Party website and recognised face on it, ie Catherine Green. Contacted her and she confirmed there was no candidate for Chester
BP – issue of Hustings and request to RJ about poster. RJ did design one but Committee didn’t feel appropriate. BP has since designed a new one.
PB – cost of coaches to go to London for Climate change lobby. Not really had enough information to get quotes. General feeling from Committee that wouldn’t want to go on coach but would go on train. BP suggested that, for the lobbying part of the day, it would only need several CWDF members to go. Suggestion that ask at full Forum meeting on Tues whether there is any interest in going on coach. 
TG has emailed letter from Lord Livingstone re TTIP to all
· Forum 13-1-15: JT has suggested a slight amendment to minutes – World Development Movement now known as “Global Justice Now” and their magazine is  called “99” (as it claims to represent 99% of the world’s population who are not hugely wealthy) 
KS to order some cards from Action Aid re “Tax evasion” – hope to get some signed at Forum meeting next Tues. Cards are aimed particularly at HSBC and Starbucks.
3
Finance & administration issues:
· Present balance: £577.26 which has to confirmed by statement. Some subs to be paid in and some monies to go out as yet
· Progress with 2015 subscriptions. JT will get up to date list to see who hasn’t renewed subs. Reminder to go out in next mailing.
· Arrangements and items for next mailings: Sub reminder, information on new date for Hustings, flier for Hustings, reminder for Tues meeting and diary. BP will get all items to KS for Tues pm and KS will photocopy on Wed ready to send out
4
Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Full Forum, 10th March – Gill to lead discussion on key issues arising from  Emma Mawdsley’s “After the Honeymoon” talk . BP been in touch with GM and everything in hand for the meeting. 
BP to ask GM whether she wants to go first or second
JT informed us of programme on World Service this Sunday. He will send email with details
· Pre-election Hustings, Wed 20th April.
· Acceptances from Stephen Mosley MP, Chris Matheson, Bob Thompson and Steve Ingram.
· New poster and fliers to go out. Essential that posters and fliers go out in University before Easter. GM has agreed to split the cost of publicity.
AM to make list of likely venues for publicity. Email to committee with paper copies for GG, LC and KS. Committee members to add to list
· Forum AGM, 12th May – Speakers, 2 VSO volunteers to talk on “VSO Education in Rwanda”
· Full Forum, 14th July – Invitation to Linda Tiongco
5
CWDF Diary: update of 29-1-15 attached:
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Issues from around the table:
            JT: Film due to be released called “Merchants of Doubt” exposing climate change deniers. (JT has since sent an email around with details)
            PB: War on Want campaigning on TTIP. Annual Conference in Manchester from 1pm – 6pm at Methodist Central Hall, Oldham Street entitled “TTIP – Building the Fightback”. See website for details
            AM: Discovered petition on “Trident replacement”. htpp//act.rethinktrident.org.uk/petition/1
            AM: DVD out on “Conflict and Climate Change” – maybe show at future meeting
            AM: Idea for speaker - John Williams, retired consultant from Countess of Chester Hosp. Has done some interesting work in Africa
            GG: article on New Internationalist on NGOs investigating “Do they really help”?
  7       AOB: For our information - Bernie Draper moving house to Southport but will like to keep in touch with CWDF
  8
Next Committee meeting: Wed 8th April at Annie’s
