Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 31 August 2015 at Kath’s
1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting

      Present: TG, GG, BP, LC, KS and AM 

      Apologies from PB and JT
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Forum 14-7-15: With ref to Margaret Lord’s request for a debate on GM foods - need to keep this on the agenda for 2016
Minutes of meeting have been circulated, including notes of Stephen Maund’s talk and link to PDF version of his PowerPoint presentation
                  BP has copied Chris Matheson’s speech on Bangladesh from Hansard ready to
                  circulate. BP also shared with us some points from CM’s maiden speech in

                  Parliament
                  Details of Malawi event – BP has info from Susan Flynn and this has gone in the

                  diary
· Committee 3-8-15: Re Chester Fairtrading sub – KS been in touch with Helen Connor again to remind her of sub. Need to check with JT whether it has been paid. Committee felt that no further action could be taken now – they’ve had enough reminders. 
Concern over projector – still missing. LC will ask again at The Unity Centre. If it doesn’t turn up then Committee agreed we’ll buy a new one.
Brochure has been updated by BP and is  ready to be circulated.
BP has let The Unity Centre that we wish to use the inner room for future meetings.
TG contacted CM to remind him of the Sept meeting but unlikely he can make it. He will probably pop in to the Nov meeting
                  TG contacted Action Aid re continued use of “Tax Avoidance” cards. They are not

                   continuing with the campaign at present so cards are obsolete
3
Finance & administration issues:
· JT’s estimate of current bank balance: £571.32. CWDF has received donation of £25 from Kate Irving. She is leaving Chester area and wanted to give us donation and thanked us for our good work.
· Future arrangements for photocopying: KS providing paper and Hoole URC will not charge much. Next mailing will be copied at The Unity Centre and KS will collect. From then on KS will do at Hoole URC
· Website hosting “post-Stealth Squirrel” – Stealth Squirrel no longer exists. Were some complications apparently with the handover of the Company. Mike Roberts has now taken over on his own. CWDF has been re-registered. BP will ensure that we have contract with Mike with proper terms and conditions and invoices
· Arrangements and items for next mailing (surface and email). BP will email all information to go out to The Unity Centre for copying. KS will ring them to find out when ready for collection
BP has prepared same information ready to send out by email – minutes of Forum on 14.7.15, CM’s talk on Bangladesh, new brochure, updated diary with very specific details of Paul Tacon’s talk and climate change event in Feb

KS suggested that we have post-talk discussion about migration after Paul’s talk with a view to possible future action. Committee will judge what to do next  after we see what we’ve learnt. Suggestion that we could compose letter to CM post-talk, drawing his attention to issues. 

4
Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Full Forum, 8th Sept – Gill Miller to review progress on “Sustainable Development Goals” (successors to the Millennium Development Goals)
BP reminded Committee that he had sent round article from “The Tablet”, a Catholic publication on this very subject which we could read before 8th Sept. He will consider sending it out depending on notes from Gill - it may enhance her talk. 
· Migration talk, 20th Oct – Paul Tacon, open meeting, 7.30pm in Gill Miller’s Department

· Full Forum 10th Nov – with Becky Reeve - talk about Togo project with ICS. Also, possible visit from Chris Matheson MP.
· Full Forum 12th Jan – Speaker TBA – KS will approach John Williams re his availability and get details of talk.
· Climate talk, post-Paris, 2nd Feb – Provisional date for talk by Rob Elsworth (Climate and Policy Analyst at CAFOD) - 7.00pm in Gill Miller’s Department
JT has asked about following up speaker from OXFAM. AM has consulted with GM and she thought it would be too much to have another joint event on climate change.
· Global Justice Now speaker on TTIP. Have offer of speaker either before 1st Nov or after finish tour on 8th Nov. Suggestion that we consider having joint meeting with 38 degrees on TTIP. AM to contact Catherine Green to see if any mileage in hosting speaker. CWDF will sponsor with support from 38 degrees??? Talking of next year some time
· Micro – finance conference at university- GM asked if we’d be interested in joint event possibly in March 2016.  Committee said we would be very interested
5
CWDF Diary – update of 29-8-15 attached
6
Issues from around the table/ AOB: none
7
Next Committee meeting: Mon 5 Oct, 7.30pm, Annie’s
