Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 4 July 2016 at Vicki’s 

1 Welcome: TG (chair) welcomed all to the meeting and especially Vicki to her first meeting
      Present: VJ, PB, JT, LC, TG, GG, AM and BP

2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee 6-06-16:
JT reported back on Unity Centre meeting which he attended. As a result of talking to staff at that meeting we should pay less now for hire of room because we are a charity. Plans are being drawn up to improve the building but action will depend on whether they can get funding. Plans include modernisation of building and noise reduction in rooms. Once plans in place they will have to put in a bid to different organisations. JT discovered that there are car spaces at back of building for people with reduced mobility.
BP emails Unity Centre prior to meeting and on this occasion will confirm lower rate of hire. 
TG has asked GM about publicity for the Stephen Twigg meeting in Oct and she will take that on board once she has finished her marking. Committee agreed to split the cost of publicity
Chester Fairtrading have now paid subs

TG and JT have not yet had chance to contact those people who have not paid their subs. TG – Neville Jones and JT – Allison Challen and Heather Lannin
BP has spoken to Wyn Holroyd who will pay up. BP left message with Susan Flynn and not heard anything yet.
AM was to have photocopied article from NEF for Committee to read prior to possibly emailing it out to members. Not had chance to do this but committee can look up for themselves. Article is entitled “Translating the SDGs into concrete political action in the UK” and written by Karen Jeffrey and Juliet Michaelson. Look up on neweconomics.org
3    EU Referendum – initial thoughts on any implications for our future activities

         and priorities.
BP wondered whether Stephen Twigg will still be in post.  Regardless of whether he is still chair of the committee we need to assure Chris Matheson that we still want Stephen to speak. Will still be interesting evening and he will have some interesting thoughts about what has happened.

Wondered also about commitment to 0.7% aid budget when new leader elected.

Proportion of our aid budget goes through EU. Question is - what is going to happen now?
TG will find out when appointments made for committees with regard to Stephen Twigg.

Committee considered that perhaps too early to say what the implications will be for our future activities. Do need to bear this in mind however for future discussion
 3
Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Forum 12th July
Speaker from Action Aid. Change of speaker. Eva Watkinson coming now. She needs to return that evening. JT offered to take her back to station. Needs projector and sound. TG will collect Eva from the station 
· July date with Romy Tiongco? JT been in touch with Peter Linsey with regard to organising evening with Romy following his return from Philippines. JT has received message from Peter that 12th July too early for organising talk. But will be something organised soon by Peter Linsey. 
· Forum 13th September
· Perhaps have an open evening to discuss future campaigns. Suggestion that we invite Chris Matheson to come and give us update post Brexit. 
· Possible session with Stephen Twigg MP 
· Friday 7th October, 7pm in Binks Building. Committee agreed to continue with this planned evening as Stephen will have some useful information even if he is not chair of the Select Committee
4
CWDF Diary – update of 2-07-16 attached: any comments/additions?
            Chester Bee Summit – Thurs 14th July in Mottershead Suite, Chester Zoo from 12.30

             – 4.00pm. Organised by Chester and District FofE with Chester Zoo’s Wildlife

             Commission. TG has signed up for Bee Summit

5
Finance & administration issues:
· Website – nothing further happened. JT will draft a note for Mike Roberts offering to pay for services already rendered and asking him to help in future
· Current bank balance: Statement on 31st May gives balance of £525.71. Since then JT has paid in £53 subs and £4.50 from collection box following AGM so the current balance will be £582.91. May have to give Eva a donation towards travel expenses??
· Progress with 2016 subs round-up – already reported
· Arrangements for next mailing: to include - article from Christian Aid Magazine on climate change entitled “Battle being won”- BP will look on Christian Aid website and see if can copy to send out; latest diary; details of  next week’s meeting. BP will send email and AM will do photocopying.
Heather Swainston has let JT know that we haven’t paid last bill for photocopying. JT will give HS £5.00 to cover
In view of the increasing cost of postage, JT will draft short note asking those members who at present receive surface mail whether they have email addresses that we could use.
6
Issues from around the table/ AOB 
             TG: Issue of Joseph O’Neill’s comment re our meeting with Stephen Twigg. CWDF has always “listened” to people whether we agree with them or not. TG will reply to Joseph and explain CWDF’s stance on this issue.
             GG: Had received information about affiliation to Jubilee Debt Campaign and

             wondered whether CWDF should take this up. JT will look into it from website.

             GG: Miami Five Freedom Tour – July 2016.

             PB: Commented on issue of Palestine being built out of existence

             BP: Downloaded Shami Chakrabati’s Anti-Semitism report and going to read
              through. Will share any conclusions.

             JT: Victims of Bhopal - case being currently brought in US to get Dow Chemicals to
             accept responsibility for environmental consequences of this disaster and
             compensation for victims. Have had compensation but minimal amount  
7
Next Committee meeting: Date - August 2nd at French Restaurant on Bridge Street. Table booked for 7.30
