
Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of the Committee meeting held on Monday 5th January 2015 at Kath’s
1.  Welcome: TG chaired the meeting       
     Present: TG, BP, LC, JT, PB, KS and AM

     Apologies: GG
2. Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 1 December 2014 and matters arising
  TG not yet had opportunity to ask GM for names of University Science Dept contacts. 
   BP has asked GM about Paul Vallely and possibility of a joint meeting with Paul as the

            speaker. Not heard anything as yet so will ask GM again.
            AM has retyped “Tax Campaign” update  from Christian Aid magazine and article given to 

            KS to photocopy to go out in next mailing. AM will email article to BP to go out with next
            mailing

        Re writing a report for MouthPeace magazine on “What does 160 years of energy use tell

        us about sustained development”, a lecture given by Andy Jarvis at the University – those

        that attended felt it was too difficult to convey the content of the lecture because much of it

        relied on mathematical information shown in the PowerPoint presentation.
      3.  Finance and Administration:

        JT informed us that end of year balance has not yet come through. He has paid in subs

        on 24th Dec and sent cheque to Eva for her expenses. JT will email balance to AM as soon

        as it comes through
        Subscriptions for 2015 are coming in slowly.
        Next mailing to go out at end of Jan. when hopefully we will have had replies to Hustings 
        Invites and have information re speaker for AGM. AM suggested that CWDF ought to be

        celebrating success stories on our campaign issues. For instance – our involvement with
        the Tax Justice campaign and the positive outcomes of that. TG agreed to inform members

        at meeting on 13th Jan of those outcomes using the Action Aid letter “ Barclays budge –

        thanks to your pressure” and Christian Aid’s “Tax Campaign bears fruit”. 
     4.  Future Forum Meetings:
      13 January:  Naomi Woodcock as speaker. She needs the projector. 
      11 March:  Linda Tiongco.  AM to email her but email may not get through as Linda in

       Philippines until end Jan. If so AM will phone her at end of Jan.
  As an alternative GM has contact who would talk on HIV/Aids 
       20th March: Pre-Election Hustings at University: Stephen Mosley coming and Bob 

       Thompson so far.  BP will write to Chris Matheson. BP knows there is a UKIP candidate but
        has had no joy in finding out how to contact him. Will keep trying. LC to contact Mark 
        Bendall re Green Party candidate and will also research UKIP contact.
       12 May – AGM: Speaker from VSO to be invited. TG has already mentioned this idea to
        Linda Shuttleworth and she was in agreement to find speaker. BP will contact Linda again
     5.  Other Current Issues: 
· CAFOD - proposed re-organisation: Proposal is to close diocesan offices and have 4 regional centres – Leeds for north, Birmingham for midlands, Bristol for south west and London for south east. Chester is considered in the midlands. If these proposals go ahead then Sue Bownas’ job would no longer exist. Committee discussed whether CWDF should write letter in support of Sue. 3 important points we could make: 1. Geographically we look to Liverpool and/or Manchester and it makes no sense to have an office set in Birmingham. 2. We have greatly valued Sue’s work within our organization and feel it is crucial to us in keeping up with campaigns. 3. We appreciate the need to make cutbacks and understand that at present the ratio between admin and supporting projects overseas is not balanced correctly, but suggest that an alternative would be to cut back on campaign materials and consider running some joint campaigns with other NGOs. BP will draft letter which we can show to Sue and TG will sign as chair. 
Many CAFOD supporters/volunteers are not in favour of the proposals. A resume of some of the arguments has been collated by Anne O’Connor, the editor of North West Justice and Peace Network’s E Bulletin. AM to send copy of these notes to TG
· Tax dodging issue: 2 articles going out. Committee asked to keep eye out for any further actions 
· Climate Change: Ideas from Christian Aid “Onemillionways”.  AM has looked at these and quite reassuring to note that CWDF has already undertaken some of the actions. AM has listed some further ideas. TG will type these up and have ready for meeting on 13th Jan. 
· Correspondence with MP – Terry. Had reply from SM re Syrian refugees in which he was singing praises for UK’s response! Further correspondence could state that whereas we welcome financial aid, the UK should be doing more on the humanitarian side for refugees. Also had a reply from Lord Livingstone re TTIP
   6.  CWDF Diary: any events please let BP know asap as diary going out this week in time

       for meeting next Tues
   7.  Issues from around the table:
         HL been in contact with JT re a Facebook message which she was concerned about. LC
         will read message and if any concerns will email it out to Committee members for our

         consideration
         PB: passed round article about Nicaragua to go out in mailing – “Paying the price for the   

         footprint of industrialized nations”.
         BP: feels that as a committee, we need to explore the issue of immigration in time for
         Hustings

         JT: Shared with us a success story about diversification of agriculture in Gambia.
    8.   Next Committee Meeting – Monday 2 February at Annie’s


