Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 5 September 2016 at Annie’s 

1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting

      Present: JT, VJ, LC, TG, GG, BP and AM

      Apologies: PB
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Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee -  4-7-16: TG and JT have not yet had chance to remind people about subs. JT will ask Alison Challen and Heather Lannin and TG ask Neville Jones
TG has been in touch with Chris Matheson re Stephen Twigg. BP distributed posters from the university.  

AM to ask Robin Wendt whether he has email and can we use it to send Prue Wendt her mailing. Saves photocopying. AM will check list again to see if we could use anyone else’s email. 
JT not had chance to look into an affiliation to Jubilee Debt Campaign
· Forum - 12-7-16 - including notes of Action Aid talk. TG not yet had any further information from  Action Aid on their future programme
· BP and JT attended community energy event. Proposition is very interesting. People buy shares and the bulk of the money raised will go to putting solar panels on Northgate Arena. The savings made will then go to repaying shareholders with some money being put towards future energy saving projects.  Need commitment to long term investment and needs to be done quickly – ie new roof on Northgate Arena by end Sept. The “origin” of project was with Transition Chester. Looking to raise £60,000. Shareholders asked to invest between £250 - £5,000. 
· Feedback from any recent gatherings (e.g. “Was It worth It” talk by Romy Tiongco) Moderately well attended. Those who attended all came away appreciating the success of Romy’s story. Romy has been asked to return in role of peace advocate for whole of region. 
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Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Wed 21st Sept:  Session with Chris Matheson MP. 6.45 for 7.00pm at The Unity Centre  [N.B: need also to have a slot for Forum business] JT apologies
Allow hour – hour half for Chris plus questions
· Fri 7th Oct:  Session with Stephen Twigg MP re work of the International Development Select Committee. 7pm, Binks Building, University of Chester. Posters/flyers prepared. GM has agreed to chair. Suggested that we try and recruit new members by having an information table and display boards showing our activities over the years. have table to try and recruit people. VJ will go and have a recce to see where suitable. TG will bring pull-up banner. Need to get posters out to churches and libraries. TG commented about DfID and Priti Patel’s agenda – perhaps committee can update ourselves this agenda prior to meeting
· Tues 8th Nov: Forum meeting. Suggestions for speaker/topic - have open meeting. Look at what CWDF should focus on for next 12 months. AM to purchase copy of a guide from Liverpool Justice and Peace Group re response to refugees
· Thurs 17th Nov: Duncan Green “How Change Happens”, 7.30pm Best Building. Posters and flyers have correct information on them. GM aware of this
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CWDF Diary – update of 31-08-16 attached: 
            Songs of Praise – Sunday 25th Sept at 4.00pm in St Thomas’s church, Parkgate

             Road – to celebrate the work of CAFOD, Christian Aid and Tearfund
            Friday 14th Oct – quiz night at St Columba’s in aid of CAFOD/ Christian Aid, 7.30
            Sat 22nd Oct – fundraising for Chifundo. 10.30 – 3.30 at Hoole URC.
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Finance & administration issues:
· Website – members of committee had training session with Mike Roberts. BP needs to do some more work on software updates. Mike has now been paid for work. Still does hosting service. Link to Facebook should we wish to use it. LC will investigate how to use and VJ suggested student could perhaps help. Could put details on website and use Facebook for more immediate events
· Current bank balance: £433.17. Donation to Action Aid – send £50. 
· Arrangements for next mailings, email and surface – BP suggested that this be done by end of week to ensure members knew about change of date from normal meeting. To go out -  CWDF Minutes of 12.7.16, covering note from BP regarding all events, diary update and handbills for Songs of Praise, Stephen Twigg event on 7th Oct and Chifundo event on 22nd Oct
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Issues from around the table: 
            JT: Recent email about TTIP. May slip through by a back door. Quaker Fellowship have produced leaflet on TTIP and the grave concerns about this trade agreement. Canadian agreement much further on. Ask Chris Matheson about CETA. 

            Just for our information - KS not very well. AM will try and get in touch with her
            LC: Interested in finding out about “how do we feed the world’s poor”? Could we all look out for possible speakers?
            AM to speak with GM for any ideas
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Next Committee meeting:  Monday 3 Oct, Vicki’s at 4.30. Please note change of time
