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Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14th January 2013 in St Peter's Centre

Prior to the business meeting, Joan Bowers from the Chester Baha'is, who are constituent members of CWDF gave a talk on "50 years of the Baha'is in Chester"

Joan's talk began with a short outline of the origins of the Baha'i religion. Baha'u'llah, the founder, was born in 1817 in Persia. He was the son of a government minister. He died at the age of 75 having spent more than 40 years in prison or exile. Baha'u'llah taught of one God and that all religions are progressive. When in prison he received a revelation which Baha'is believe is from God. He wrote to the religious leaders of the time and some world leaders, e.g. Queen Victoria, to proclaim his message.

1959 saw the Baha'i beginnings in Chester. The first Baha'i was Audrey Rogers who later married, worked with the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the USA and they then moved to the Kamchatka Peninsula in Russia. (Audrey befriended Margaret Lord who became Baha'i and is a committed member of the Forum.) Meetings were held in Matthew Henry's Chapel in Blacon. In the early 60s the first International Baha'i Conference was held in the Albert Hall when the "Universal House of Justice" was elected. This is body which supervises Baha'i affairs. It was fascinating to see Baha'is from all around the world in their national costumes at that event.

By 1967 meetings were being held in each other’s homes - a short talk followed by discussion. Growth in numbers led to proper organised meetings and the hosting of a national conference in Chester. By 1971, Joan and her husband Eric joined the community. At this time the number of Baha'is was growing steadily throughout the country and many public meetings were held in Chester on international issues e.g. the equality of men and women, and there was an increasing interest in the ecology of the world, and there was a talk from an IMF member from Moscow who was Baha'i. A book was published "The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah” which was presented widely to dignitaries and in Chester was given to the Bishop of Chester, the Mayor, the Chief Constable, Chief Education officer etc. Talks were given to schools, mostly secondary even in those early days.

1980 saw the persecution, murder and execution of Baha'is in Iran following the leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini. Baha'i lives became untenable in that country and Baha'is across the world were asked to send telegrams to the Ayatollah. Over 4 million were sent and the persecution stopped for a while. This action also alerted world leaders to the persecution.

Baha'is have a vision of world peace which was outlined in a booklet "The promise of World 

Peace". This booklet was also widely distributed internationally. Around 1986 at the end of the Cold War when Perestroika was announced, Gorbachev is thought to have used expressions in his speeches from this book. In 1992 a second World Conference was held, in New York this time. Every country of the world was represented - the largest ever gathering of indigenous peoples.

The Chester Baha'is continue to meet and promote their commitment to world peace and interest in development and green issues (they have their own green patch in the Grosvenor Park) which is one of the reasons why they are members of CWDF. They aim to "think globally and act locally" and have a quote "The earth is one country and mankind its citizens"

Peer Byrne thanked Joan for her interesting and illuminating talk.

Business items ...

1 Welcome. Peter Byrne welcomed all to the meeting and wished everyone a Happy New Year.
Present: Peter Byrne, Bernard Payne, John Tacon, Margaret Lord, Heather Swainston, Heather Lannin, Joan Bowers, Terry Green, Terry Walsh, Richard Johnson, Ann McCarthy, Gill Miller, Peter Hobson and Linda Shuttleworth 
Apologies:  Bernie Draper, John Freeman, Kath Stephenson, Pam Price, Brian Holroyd, Merilyn Holroyd, Prue Wendt, Gerald Grant 
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Minutes of Forum held on 12 November 2012: Minutes accepted, no matters arising
3
Reports from Committee meetings:

· 3  December 2012: Re talk given by Stephen O’Brien at the University on 23.11.12 - Committee felt that Stephen was very knowledgeable and interesting but he left a lot of unanswered questions. It was encouraging to hear his level of support for 0.7% aid. It was also interesting to hear how aid is spent with an emphasis on “value for money”. More information on progress towards the Millennium Development Goals would have been welcomed. On the issue of “land grabbing” – committee members got the impression that he didn’t see this as matter for concern since Africa is such a big continent with plenty of unused land.
Terry Green has written to Stephen Mosley re the Government’s decision to cease giving aid to Rwanda with the suggestion that the aid could be “given” via NGOs to ensure that it does not get into the wrong hands. He is awaiting a reply.
· 7 January 2013: At this meeting the Committee considered 3 requests for financial support, the possible need to consider alternative venues for future Forum meetings, and of possible changes to the Forum website.
Requests for grants: A young lady had requested financial support for a placement in Cambodia. Committee decided that it was not within our remit to provide grants for individuals from Forum funds. The second request came from Holy Trinity School in Bo, Sierra Leone. This request has now been passed on to CAFOD. HS suggested going through DfID. BP received email from Susan Flynn, one of our members, re setting up “Harry Potter Scholarship”. Harry worked in Malawi but has now sadly died and the scholarship would be set up in his memory. BP has now passed this on to GM at the University.

Re alternative venues: RJ now retired from St Peter’s so it is possible that the Forum will need to meet elsewhere. Possible options include - Unity Centre at £15 an hour, Quaker Meeting House at £32 per session or Wesley at £7.23 an hour. BP and PB will speak to new admin person at St Peter’s to clarify situation

Re website: Social media applications are being researched by RJ and BP. They have been looking at Wordpress and Jimdo. If anyone can offer any help in this area please contact BP or RJ.
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Financial report:

· Balance on 31.12.12: £499.20p 

· Progress with 2013 membership subscriptions: to date, 13 individuals and 8 organisations have paid their subs
5
“Round the table”:

HS:  Fairtrade Fortnight : Coffee producer coming from Costa Rica and staying with her. She is hoping to organise an art competition with local schools and use empty shop windows to display the work. An event has been organised in the Town Hall on 1st March. The producer will also be giving talks in schools and the University and visiting the Fire Service. HS also looking for a café which would “trial” the Costa Rican coffee.
DfID now announced who is managing award for Global Learning

HL:  Thanked members for considering projects

LS:  VSO - 16th March - day of speakers and activities in “English in Chester”, Stanley Place. 18th May walk to Tegg’s Nose near Macclesfield has been organised. 27th June – meal out at Moules -a- GoGo. Contact LS

TG:  Commented on the fact that 30-50% of food is wasted in this country. Also that scientists in USA are now announcing that the great extremes of weather we are experiencing are due to man-made use of fossil fuels.  

Food Bank in Chester is running well. Vouchers are available from Salvation Army and Citizens Advice Bureau. A news sheet has been published and KS will send out with next mailing.

PH:  Amnesty International – now meets on 3rd Monday of month at Watergate Inn. Next meeting is 21st Jan. Jenny James from NW region is coming to talk .
GM:  “What’s Hot and What’s Not” talk by Duncan Green, Tuesday 29th January 2013 7.30pm in Best Building, University of Chester. Posters and fliers are now available. Please distribute as widely as possible. MouthPeace, the Justice and Peace magazine,  would like a report on the Duncan Green talk for inclusion in the next issue. 

6th March – “Arms, Conflict and Peace Building in Africa”, 1.30 – 5.00 in Best Building, University of Chester. See Diary for more details.
6
Arrangements for next regular Forum meeting:

· Monday 11th March 2013, 6.45 for 7.00pm, St Peter’s. Speaker Linda Tiongco, providing an update on Romy’s work in the Philippines, and on Christian Aid’s current and forthcoming campaigns.
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AOB: 

· For the Forum’s information - Jubilee Debt Campaign has been campaigning against “vulture funds” where companies buy up the debts of crisis-hit countries at knock-down rates with the aim of making huge profits. Great success is reported - a law has been passed in Britain and extended to British crown dependencies to prevent vulture funds continuing. JDC has also been campaigning on an audit of “Third World Debt” in the UK. Through a Dept known as UK Export Finance, the government has backed loans for dictators to buy British weapons including Mugabe’s Zimbabwe, Mubarak’s Egypt and the military junta in Argentina (which later used those weapons to invade the Falkland Islands). Apparently, Argentina is still paying off that loan and is at present facing an economic war being waged by “vulture funds”. For further information go to www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk 
